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LEGISLATION 

Amendments to Waste Management Licensing Regulations Northern Ireland now in force 

The Waste Management Licensing (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) SR 2016/96, which 

amend the Waste Management Licensing Regulations (Northern Ireland) SR 2003/493, are now in 

force.     Amendments allow the treatment and storage of specified wastes as an exempted activity.          

(Read more:  cedrec.com) 

Insurance Act 2015 - "biggest reforms to insurance law in over a century" 

The Insurance Act 2015 came into force on 12 August 2016, and is said to have made the biggest 

reforms to insurance law in over a century. 

The Act sets out provisions on "duty of fair presentation" of risks, meaning information must be 

fairly provided before an insurance contract can be signed.  This could include environmental and 

health and safety risks, for example, a disclosure that you store or carry hazardous substances.  

(Read more:  cedrec.com) 

 

GUIDANCE & CONSULTATIONS 

 HSE manual handling guidance updated and new ‘RAPP tool’ launched 

Guidance on the Manual Handling Operations Regs (L23) has been updated by the HSE in order to 

reconstruct and simplify it.  More detailed guidance is also set out re carrying out risk assessments 

and controlling risks.  Changes have also been made to reflect amendments made to legislation.   

A new ‘Risk assessment of pushing and pulling tool’ (the RAPP tool) has also been published.   This 

tool is designed to help assess the key risks in manual pushing and pulling operations involving 

whole-body effort, eg moving loaded trolleys, or hauling, sliding or rolling loads.  It is intended to be 

used alongside the ‘Manual handling assessment charts’ (the MAC tool) which helps assess lifting 

and carrying operations, and follows a similar approach to that tool.  (Read more:  hse.gov.uk) 

Wales and Scotland consult on amended EIA Directive 

The Welsh and Scottish Governments have each published national consultations on implementing 

amendments to the current EIA Directive (2011/92/EU).  The EIA Directive requires an assessment of 

the effects of certain projects on the environment before a development consent can be granted.    

The EIA Directive was amended in 2014 by Directive 2014/52/EU, in order to place greater emphasis 

on the various challenges that have developed since the original provisions came into force in 1985.  

http://cedrec.com/infocus/index.htm?superUserModeChange=1&infocus_id=24829
http://cedrec.com/infocus/index.htm?superUserModeChange=1&infocus_id=24804
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg478.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/msd/mac/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/l23.htm
https://consult.scotland.gov.uk/eia-transposition-team/transposition-of-environmental-impact


However, the aim remains the same, to provide a high level of protection of the environment and to 

contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the preparation of projects with a 

view to reduce their impact on the environment.    The consultation closes on 31 October 2016. 

(Read more:  cedrec.com) 

 

New guidance for Northern Ireland on Waste Exemption 

The paragraph 12 exemption found in the Waste Management Licensing Regulations (Northern 

Ireland) SR 2003/493 has been clarified with some new guidance. 

It covers the treatment and storage of waste with a view to recovery or reuse, according to specified 

conditions.  (Read more:  daera-ni.gov) 

HSE still consulting on hazardous substances regulations 

The HSE is currently canvassing business for opinions on how it should revise three major sets of 
regulations on the management of hazardous substances in the workplace.   The aim is to see how 
they can make the regulations "more simple and straightforward without reducing the level of 
protection".   The regulations under scrutiny are the: 

 Control of Lead at Work Regulations SI 2002/2676 (CLAW); 
 Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations SI 2002/2677 (COSHH); 

 Dangerous Substances and Explosive Atmospheres Regulations SI 2002/2776 (DSEAR).  

Respondents will be asked to describe their experiences, whether negative or positive, in complying 
with the above regulations, and the usefulness of Workplace Exposure Limits.  

Views will be sought via an online survey, which will be open until 18 October 2016. 

Updated NetRegs guidance on EMS 

NetRegs have recently updated their guidance on Environmental Management Systems, covering: 
 Introduction to EMS 
 Benefits of an EMS 
 Different types of EMS 
 How NetRegs can help implement an EMS 
 Implementing an EMS 
 Environmental Reports 
 EMS Case studies 

To view the guidance, visit the Environmental Management System pages on the NetRegs website. 
 

Determining the amount of a variable monetary penalty 

SEPA have launched a consultation on how they intend to determine the amount of Variable 
Monetary Penalties.   VMPs are a new enforcement measure made available to SEPA under the 
Regulatory Reform (Scotland) Act 2014, through which fines up to £40,000 can be imposed for 
certain environmental offences. 
 
The aim of VMPs is to help address a compliance gap that exists between statutory notices and 
criminal prosecutions.  The consultation closes on 28 November 2016.  To view the consultation 
document visit the consultation hub on SEPAs website. 
 

http://cedrec.com/infocus/index.htm?superUserModeChange=1&infocus_id=24711
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/waste-management-guidance-paragraph-12-treatment-and-storage-waste-view-recovery-or-reuse-according
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2002/2676/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2002/2677/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2002/2776/made
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/hazardsub
http://www.netregs.org.uk/environmental-topics/environmental-management/environmental-management-systems-ems-and-environmental-reports/
http://netregs.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b0ad598a730185cb429741911&id=cea04a9ffa&e=335355d5ee


INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS 

Police Investigate Aberdeen Recycling Site Death 

 
Police have launched an investigation into the death of a man at a materials recycling facility in 
Aberdeen.   The incident happened at EIS Waste Services in the Nigg area at around 2.30pm on 
Monday 3rd October.   (Read more:  ciwm-journal.co.uk) 

Welsh wood recycling blaze 

Fire crews from South Wales Fire and Rescue are continued to tackle a blaze at a wood recycling 
yard in Bridgend, operated by South Wales Wood Recycling Ltd, more than 36 hours after the blaze 
first broke out.   Close to 5,000 tonnes of wood waste are held at the site at Locks Yard, Heol LLan.                            
(Read more:  letsrecycle.com) 

Fines given in oven cleaner hazardous waste case 

The Environment agency has reached its final stage of prosecution over illegal management of 
hazardous waste, seeing three companies fined a total of £354,000. 

Chemclear UK Ltd of Rowton, Warrington; and Chemtech Waste Management Ltd and Envirosol Ltd 
of the Environmental Resource Group of Brownhills, West Midlands all pleaded guilty to charges 
brought against them   (Read more:  letsrecycle.com) 

Repeat waste offender handed prison sentence 

A waste boss from Hampshire described as “notorious” has been jailed for 30 weeks following a 
string of offences in the county.   Having been previously convicted on an earlier occasion, Marcus 
Bairstow, 41, from Southampton, appeared before Southampton Crown Court on 14 September and 
pleaded guilty to a total of five offences.   (Read more:  letsrecycle.com) 

Star company of BBC series prosecuted over worker injury 

A Bolton based scrapyard that featured in a recent BBC documentary series has been sentenced 
after an employee suffered facial injuries at work. 

Vehicle breakers firm, The Scrappers Ltd and Terry Walker, a consultant for the company, appeared 
at Minshull Street Crown Court, Manchester where they denied breaches of health and safety law.  
Both defendants pleaded not guilty to health & safety charges in relation to the incident.  Mr Walker 
was acquitted by jury after trial while The Scrappers Ltd was convicted.  (Read more:  hse.gov) 

Fines for waste crime increase by 26% 

The new sentencing guidelines have seen a significant increase in fines levied for waste offences, 
according to the Environment Agency.  Fines imposed on waste companies as a result of prosecution 
brought by the regulator totalled just over £707,000 in 2015, an 85% increase from 2014 (£383,000).  

This is the result of an increase in the number of offences being prosecuted, from 51 in 2014 to 108 
in 2015, and a 26% rise in the average fine per prosecution, the agency said in a report on waste 
industry regulation.     (Read more:  environmentalistonline.com) 

http://www.ciwm-journal.co.uk/man-killed-aberdeen-recycling-site/
http://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/fire-crews-continue-to-tackle-south-wales-wood-recycling-blaze/
http://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/three-fined-oven-cleaner-hazardous-waste-case/
http://www.letsrecycle.com/news/latest-news/repeat-waste-offender-handed-prison-sentence/
http://press.hse.gov.uk/2016/star-company-of-bbc-series-prosecuted-over-worker-injury/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/553539/Regulating_the_waste_industry_2015_evidence_summary.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/553539/Regulating_the_waste_industry_2015_evidence_summary.pdf
http://www.environmentalistonline.com/article/fines-waste-crime-increase-26?utm_source=NONHUB_environmentalist_IEMA&utm_medium=email&utm_content=http%3a%2f%2fwww.environmentalistonline.com%2farticle%2ffines-waste-crime-increase-26&utm_campaign=the+environm


OTHER  ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Many businesses unaware of waste laws 

A new survey shows that 97% of businesses think they are complying with obligations under waste 
law, when in reality many are leaving themselves open to unlimited fines, prosecution and potential 
closure due to their lack of awareness.     

The national survey by ‘right Waste, right Place’ – mainly focused on small and medium-sized 
businesses (SMEs) within agriculture, construction and retail.  (Read more:  ciwm-journal.co.uk) 

Rediscovering the environment in public health 

As part of ‘Scottish Climate Week’, SEPA recently published the subject interesting article by 
Professor George Morris in their house magazine, ‘SEPAView’.   Prof. Morris is a consultant and 
former senior advisor to the Scottish Government on the environment and human health.          
(Read more:  sepaview.com) 

Cracking down on illegal waste shipments  

Europe generates large amounts of waste, from households and industry, including old electrical 
items, end-of-life vehicles and recyclates.    Waste also means money, either in terms of a resource 
to make other products, or as a commodity that needs to be transported and disposed of. 

Waste moves nationally and internationally for all manner of reasons, and of course not all of them 
are legal, so in order to tackle this national regulators need to work closely with colleagues in other 
countries.  One way UK agencies are doing that is through the European network for Implementation 
and Enforcement of Environmental Law (IMPEL) and in particular IMPEL’s transfrontier shipment of 
waste Enforcement Actions project, which is co-ordinated by SEPA.  (Read more: sepaview.com) 

Staff cuts force agency to suspend waste advice service 

The Environment Agency has suspended a service that advised businesses on whether they could 

create new products out of their waste.  Companies that want to turn waste materials into a new 
product have to meet EU End of Waste Regulations.   These require firms to submit evidence to the 
EA that the material does not need to be treated as waste.    

The Definition of Waste (DoW) panel consisted of up to eight agency experts who helped businesses 
with this process.   However, staff losses following budget cuts have left the team with only one or 
two members, forcing the EA to suspend the service.   The closure will be reviewed in November.   
Businesses can still use the EU-funded online self-assessment tool, which was introduced in 2014.  
(Read more:  environmentalistonline.com) 

http://www.ciwm-journal.co.uk/businesses-breaching-waste-laws-due-chronic-lack-awareness/
http://www.sepaview.com/2016/09/rediscovering-the-environment-in-public-health/?utm_source=Update+standard+list&utm_campaign=3aeda5da9a-SEPA_Update_16092929_09_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1d4b1dd6b0-3aeda5da9a-221738621
http://www.sepaview.com/2016/10/cracking-down-on-illegal-waste-shipments-through-european-partnerships/?utm_source=Update+standard+list&utm_campaign=3c94af3a3f-SEPA_Update_16100505_10_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1d4b1dd6b0-3c94af3a3f-221738621
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/isitwaste-tool-for-advice-on-the-by-products-and-end-of-waste-tests
http://www.environmentalistonline.com/article/staff-cuts-force-agency-suspend-waste-advice-service

